
Response by Northop Community Council to the
A55/A494/A548 Deeside Corridor Improvement Consultation

Northop is a small village in a rural setting between the towns of Flint and Mold consisting of
some four hundred and fifty dwellings with a population of over one thousand.  At the heart 
of the village is a conservation area which extends from the B5126 northward to the 
southern boundary of the cricket pitch and includes the High Street and all the adjacent 
properties and eastward to include Lislea House and the Glebe Field.  At the centre of the 
conservation area there is a busy, complex road junction which is regularly congested at 
peak commuting times.  The conservation area draws in a steady stream of tourists who 
enjoy the village history, architecture and atmosphere.  Many tourist and local residents 
alike explore the network of Public Rights of Way (PRoW) that cross the open countryside 
surrounding Northop.  The area has a rich biodiversity and is home to colonies of great 
crested newts.  

Northop Community Council is opposed to the Red Route option which would see a new 
road built between the A55 and the A548.  The A55 N. Wales Expressway lies on the north-
eastern boundary of Northop village and separates part of the community area that lies 
around Starkey Lane.  The area to the north-west, north and north-east of Northop village is 
Green Barrier land.  The proposed Red Route carriageway and intersection would cut across 
this Green Barrier, would cut across good quality agricultural land and then would cut across 
Green Barrier land to the west of Connah’s Quay on its way to the A548 and the Flintshire 
Bridge.  

Those who live in Flintshire know that the A55 and A494 can be busy roads and that there 
are pinch points along them.  The first pinch point is the current River Dee crossing (A494) 
where three lanes of traffic converge into two before rising a steep hill along which two 
short slip roads join the main carriageway heading towards Ewloe.  The second pinch point is
at the confluence of the A55 and the A494 where the A55 traffic crosses the A494 traffic as 
it exits towards Mold (J33B).  The third pinch point on the A55 is at the Northop intersection 
(J33) where tail backs occur, again because of a long steady hill climb ahead from the 
Northop intersection to the top of Brynford Hill, taking in 3 junctions with short slip roads on
the way (Halkyn Travelodge, J32A, J32).  From there on, variable speed limits, roadworks and
poor driving standards do cause congestion, and is a matter for further consideration.  There
is also a lack of permanent information matrix signs that could help alleviate congestion.  
Traffic flows do increase on holiday Fridays and Bank Holidays, but that is a common 
situation across the UK.  North Wales is a very popular holiday/day trip destination for 
visitors from England’s North West.  There are peaks of lorry traffic that coincide with the 
arrival and departure of the Holyhead ferries.  The sledge-hammer approach of the Red 
Route will do nothing to alleviate these pinch points and the traffic tail backs heading west, 
and neither will the proposed Blue Route in its current form.  
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It has been made clear that the replacement of the River Dee Crossing (Garden City) is a 
separate scheme and the costing for this have not been included in the Blue nor the Red 
Route.  It is now some 20 years since the Flintshire Bridge (Connah’s Quay) was opened and 
it is known locally for closures due to high winds and the risk of falling ice from the 
suspension cables.  It is also clear that the carriageways are narrower than today’s standard. 
Information regarding improvements to the Flintshire Bridge are not clearly identified in the 
Red Route option.  The recommendations of a structural survey of the Flintshire Bridge will 
likely increase the projected costings of the Red Route and this will be reflected in the 
overall cost comparisons.  

This study looks at a relatively short stretch of the road network and how to improve links in 
and out of England and divert long-distance freight away from a stretch of road some 1 mile 
long.  It is important that improvements are made to the transport infrastructure across 
North Wales and to that end, the wider infrastructure requirements of the region need to be
assessed and addressed.  

There are numerous reasons why the Red Route should be opposed and for ease of 
reference this response is based on the Appraisal Summary Table contained within the 
Consultation Document:  

Economy
Under the heading of Transport Economic Efficiency, the Blue Route is classed as ‘neutral’.  
As the costlier of the two schemes (£283.0m) and with a calculated Benefit Cost Ratio of 
0.90, where, for every £1 spent there is a benefit to the economy of £0.90.  The Red Route is
classed as ‘significant beneficial’ with every pound spent (£255.4m) delivering £2.77 back to 
the economy.  But whose economy?  The economy of Wales, the U.K., the European Union?  
There will have to be a significant increase in road freight along the A55 to deliver such 
benefits, but that of course begs the question, where does that increased traffic go when it 
hits the two-lane Northop hill?  Will the Holyhead ferry port have the capacity to deal with 
the increased freight?  How much freight trade will there be with the European Union in the 
coming years?  

Under the wider economic impacts (EALI) the benefits ratings of both schemes are less 
polarised, but refer to “for Wales as a whole”.  There is no mention of the GVA for the 
region, so how can any benefits derived from either scheme be quantified for local 
residents?  It should be noted that the businesses on the Deeside Industrial Park support the
Blue Route.  

Environment
In terms of noise, the Red Route is noted to be slightly beneficial.  Where there is no current 
road noise, how can the introduction of a dual-carriageway across open land be noise 
beneficial?  The existing path of the Blue Route would benefit from engineered noise 
reduction and therefore, should the Blue Route be chosen, the noise levels would be 
reduced, which would be slightly beneficial to those local residents.  
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Local Air Quality along the Red Route would be adversely affected as choosing the Red Route
would introduce vehicle pollution where there is none now, therefore a ‘neutral’ 
classification does not ring true.  Airborne pollutants contaminate rain which has a negative 
effect on lichens and other important plants.  The Red Route crosses Northop Brook and 
runs close to the watercourse for a distance.  

Both routes will change the local landscapes but the widening of the A494 and the A55 
proposed by the Blue Route would see the road follow an established path which would 
affect some 12.5ha of agricultural land adjacent to the road.  The Red Route would cut 
through and affect some 56.0ha of productive agricultural land, including Grade 2B (Best and
most versatile) and Grade 2A (Organic) as well as Green Barrier land (including ancient 
woodland).  As is noted in the Appraisal Summary Table, the effect on Biodiversity of the Red
Route is ‘moderate to large’ adverse.  The Red Route goes against all environmental 
considerations and will have a significantly greater impact on the environment than will the 
Blue Route.

The route will affect a significant area of productive agricultural land with its associated 
habitats. Even without identifying species, something that can only be established by a 
comprehensive habitat and species study, it is safe to state that the area contains a wide 
range of species likely to include invertebrates, reptiles, amphibians and small mammals. 
Establishing a new highway through the area will fragment the habitats of these species and 
reduce their ability to maintain sustainable populations. 

It should be noted that much of the land to be taken up by this project has been managed to
the exacting standards of the Soil Association as “Organic”. That includes a strenuous 
programme to ensure that the soil on the holding is a suitable environment for macro and 
micro-organisms and is an effective carbon sink and that specific habitats (e.g. ponds and 
hedgerows) have been developed over many years.

It is noted that the proposed Red Route will cut through a number long-established farm 
businesses. Those businesses will receive cash compensation for the loss of resource. But 
loss of productive area and fragmentation of land will impact on the sustainability of the 
farm businesses and ultimately future potential for food production will be lost.

Northop benefits from heritage tourism but locating a larger Red Route intersection within 
sight of the village may degrade the appeal of the village to visitors and the local economy 
would suffer.  

Society
It is hoped that any new road scheme would improve transport safety and if no 
improvement in safety have been engineered into the Blue Route perhaps the design should 
be reconsidered.  
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Both schemes are classed as ‘neutral’ in terms of permeability.  A number of PRoW were 
intersected when the A55 was first built.  PRoW and agricultural accesses were 
accommodated by diversions and/or crossings and the current network is well established.  
The Blue Route option would see that network maintained, and therefore this would be a 
neutral effect.  The Red Route however would intersect five PRoW, Northop 1, 5, 6 and 24 
and Flint 71, and in the Rockliffe area likely to affect, Flint 72 and Connah’s Quay 1.  This is an
adverse effect.  Furthermore agricultural businesses would be affected by the Red Route and
accesses would have to be established to seek to protect those livelihoods.  

It is noted that the Blue Route is slightly more beneficial in terms of social inclusion and this 
is an important factor if levels of employment are to rise and poverty is to be reduced.  
There are significant numbers of people living within a mile of the Queensferry – Ewloe 
stretch of the A494.  (Indeed, far more there than the 1,000 or so residents of Northop.)  
They are ideally located for work opportunities on the Deeside Industrial Park, Chester and 
beyond to the greater North-West.  Should the Red Route be chosen, those Deeside 
residents will see no change to such work commutes.  However, if the Red Route is chosen 
and an intersection established at Northop, traffic will increase through Northop village as 
commuters from the west of Flintshire and from Denbighshire short-cut their journeys 
through Mold and/or Sychdyn village onto the A548.  As previously stated, Northop is a 
small rural village and at the centre of the village within a conservation area, there is a tight 
road layout which is regularly congested at peak travelling times.  The Red Route option will 
exacerbate the situation, it will detract from the village atmosphere and its touristic 
desirability, increase air pollution and make Northop’s roads less safe.  The Red Route will 
put greater pressure on the A5119 and improvements to the road would have to be added 
into the Red Route costings.  

If the Blue Route is chosen it will meet 9 of the Transport Planning Objectives set out for this 
Study.  If the Red Route is chosen it will fail to meet 4 of the objectives because it will:  

 Not improve permeability across the A55/A494 corridor for non-motorised means at 
key points of desire – because it will intersect 5 PRoWs

 Not minimise adverse impacts on the human environment including air, noise and 
light pollution and landscape and townscape – because a new road will be built 
across richly biodiverse productive agricultural land and Green Barrier land.   

 Not minimise adverse impacts on the natural environment including local air quality, 
water and soil pollution and biodiversity impacts - because a new road will be built 
across richly biodiverse productive agricultural land and Green Barrier land.   

 Not maintain and make more efficient use of the existing transport infrastructure 
along the A55/A494 study – because further investment will be required in addition 
to the costs described, to bring the existing slip roads up to standard.   The Red Route
may therefore not be the cheapest option.  
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Other factors to consider
There is likely to be greater support for the Red Route as more people live along the Blue 
Route corridor.  Fewer people may be directly affected by the Red Route, but there is a much
greater impact on their lives with the changes the Red Route will bring and Northop will be 
the worst affected community.  

The Survey Questionnaire was clearly biased towards Deeside residents, reflecting this 
Council’s view that this scheme has been formulated in isolation of other considerations and
the impact on the greater Flintshire community.  Doubt is also cast as to the understanding 
of how the road network links to inland Denbighshire and popular tourist towns such as Bala
and the west coast of Wales.  

This study looks at a relatively short stretch of the road network and how to improve links to 
and from England and how to divert long-distance freight away from a stretch of road some 
1 mile long.  It is important that improvements are made to the transport infrastructure 
across North Wales and to that end, the wider infrastructure requirements of the region as a
whole need to be assessed and addressed.  

The Way Forward
Neither the Blue Route in its present form or the Red Route fully meet the Scheme’s 
Transport Planning Objectives.  If the Red Route is chosen it will have a devastating impact 
on the landscape, agriculture and Northop village.  

It is the view of this Council and an increasing number of local residents and businesses that 
a third route should be considered.  For reference, this will be the Green Route.  The Green 
Route would require:  

 Changes to signage at the junction of the M53 (J11)/M56 (J15) which would divert 
North Wales bound traffic onto the M53/A55 to the east and south of Chester.  

 A crawler lane between J36A and J35 of the A55 to accommodate the slow moving 
traffic up the steep Warren hill.  

 Adaptation of the Ewloe intersection at the confluence of the A55/A494 that would 
see the North Wales bound traffic filtered directly westbound. 

 A crawler lane established from J33A to the top of the Brynford hill, in the area of the
Holywell Golf Club.  

The Green Route improvements would smooth out the shudder effect that is regularly 
experienced by users of the A494/A55.  The negative impact of the existing short slip roads, 
most of which are on hills, should not be overlooked.  The installation of crawler lanes are 
vital to facilitate smooth flow.  The crawler lane on the Rhuallt Hill (J28 eastwards) is 
testament to how a relatively small improvement at the right place makes a significant 
difference.  
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In conclusion, this Council is unanimous in its opposition to the Red Route for the reasons 
given above and views that the impact of the building of the road is not to the benefit of 
future generations as set out in the Well-being and Future Generations Act.  This Council 
calls upon the Welsh Government to consider adopting the Green Route as the starting point
for the improvement of traffic flow and accessibility for North Wales.  

Northop Community Council
31st May, 2017
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